
Lunch and Issues: Our Outer Harbor: What is it? Why 

should we care? What can we do?  
The League’s Waterfront Committee presents an update on Buffalo’s Outer 

Harbor. 

Nicole Matteson of the Our Outer Harbor Coalition will speak about public policy 
concerns and Margaret Wooster will review the ecology of the Outer Harbor. An 
author, environmental advocate and teacher, Margaret is a well-loved Western 
New York authority on water and the ecology of our area. She is also author of 
"Somewhere to Go on Sunday" and "Living Waters: Reading the Rivers of the 
Lower Great Lakes." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Make reservations online at www.lwvbn.org  
or call the League office at 716-986-4898.  
The $20 fee may be paid when you arrive. 
The program will begin at 11:30 a.m.;  
lunch will be served at 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 
Scotch ’n’ Sirloin Restaurant, 3999 Maple Road, Amherst, NY 14226 
Cost: $20, no charge for program only.  
 
Note time change! 
Registration begins at 11:00 a.m. 
program at 11:30 a.m., lunch at 12:30 p.m.         Photo by Gladys Gifford
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Presidents’ Report 
Janet Goodsell submitted names of four candidates for Students Inside Albany this 
spring, and all four were highly qualified. We budgeted to send two students this 
year, and the board selected Madeline Gee from City Honors High School and 
Genavieve Koyn from Grand Island High School to represent our League. We look 

forward to hearing from them after the experience. Many thanks to Janet Goodsell for her outstanding 
effort, which resulted in such fine young candidates from these schools and also from Sweet Home High 
School.   
 
Leagues across the country are experiencing growth. While we continue to have older members fail to 
renew for many reasons, our League attracted 26 new members in 2016. Several of those folks joined 
following the November election. It is so good to have all the new members and better still that many have 
become active in League activities and in attendance at League events. The League at all three levels — 
national, state and local — has a most important role to play at this time.  
 
At the February meeting, the board, with input from three other League members, decided to recommend 
that the League oppose holding a state constitutional convention. The rationale will be sent to the state 
League.   
 
We’re beginning to organize our Action Teams to visit our state Senate and Assembly members this spring.  
Please consider being a member of the teams who will visit these folks from your election district. Our 
practice is to have teams of two or three visit armed with the information that the state League provides us 
about a few legislative priorities for this year to learn how each elected official feels about the League’s 
issues. The reports we send to the state office are important to help our legislative director when she lobbies 
for the bills we support. Please contact Terri at events@lwvbn.org if you’d like to join a team. New members 
are paired with someone with experience.    

Judy Metzger & Terri Parks 

 

Money in Politics Committee 
There’s still work to be done! 

 
The Money in Politics Committee always welcomes new members, but we meet irregularly. If you are 
interested in joining us, please call or email for the next meeting’s date and time: events@lwvbn.org 

 
Janet Massaro, Money In Politics Committee Chair 

Great Decisions 
Learn more about the world  

 
Great Decisions is a discussion program prepared each year by the Foreign Policy Association. The aim of 
the association, which was founded in 1918, is to help Americans learn more about international affairs. 
The LWVBN Great Decisions group meets nine times a year, from March through November.  

We have two new members (that we know of) who will be joining us this year. Hopefully as many of you 
as possible will attend our first meeting of the year on Thursday, March 2, from 10:00 a.m. till noon at 1272 
Delaware Avenue. Previous members are encouraged to bring their 2016 books, as Great Decisions does 
report on the opinion ballots for comparison. At this first meeting, you will receive your books, and we can 
set up leaders for the eight topics.  New members are encouraged and welcome.  
 

Bernice Baeumler, Great Decisions Chair  
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Election Services Committee  
The quiet before the envelope-stuffing storm 

 
January 2017 has been a very quiet period for this 
committee. We had only one Tenant Council 
nominations meeting at Msgr. Geary Apartments 
and have no elections scheduled. Efforts with one 
housing aide to schedule overdue elections at two 
sites have so far proven elusive, despite promises 
that he would cooperate with us in scheduling 
them.  
 
My plan is to go through our files, see which sites 
need elections, and send that list to the appropriate 
supervisor so that these sites are complying with 
HUD regulations. 
 

Alan Dozoretz, Election Services Chair  

Voter Service Committee 
Focus on the youth vote 

 
Ever since the January board meeting, when the 
idea was put forth to create a Youth Voter 
Registration and Education Committee to 
concentrate on more voter education and 
registration in local schools, I have been thinking 
about ways to get more students and other young 
people to register to vote. I plan to contact some 
local high schools to encourage them to have a 
voter registration event with an informational 
presentation for their seniors. We had very 
successful events last year in one high school and 
one community college. We also had some success 
at one of our local shopping malls a few days 
before the college freshmen started classes. These 
last-minute shoppers were very interested in 
registering to vote and most reported that they had 
not been offered the opportunity to register at their 
local high schools. 

Members should feel free to offer suggestions 
about this initiative, or let me know if you are 
interested in joining the Youth Voter Registration 
and Education Committee. Also welcome are tips 
on possible locations for future voter registration 
events. We do have a great group of League 
volunteers ready and willing to help out. Contact 
me at events@lwvbn.org 

 

Waterfront Committee 
 
The Waterfront Committee continues to meet most 
months in the café area of the Central Library. Our 
next meeting will be at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 15. Keep an eye on the LWVBN website 

calendar at  http://lwvbn.org/members/
calendar.html for additional times and dates. We 
hope to see you there.  
 

Gladys Gifford, Waterfront Committee Chair  

Volunteer Coordinator 
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers for all they do 

 
All of the naturalization ceremonies in January were held at the U.S. District Courthouse at 2 Niagara 
Square. Special mention goes out to new member Elisabeth Zausmer, who attended all three, and to Judith 
Casassa who attended two. Janet Goodsell, one of our regular volunteers, filled in the third January date.  

In addition to registering new voters, our volunteers have been making special efforts to encourage new 
citizens to fill out their forms on the spot. They also collect them at the courthouse and either mail them to 
the Board of Elections or hand-carry them across the street to the Rand Building where the temporary 
Board of Elections offices are located. They are really making an effort to increase the number of 
completed registration forms!  

Nicole Photiadis represented the LWVBN on January 5, 2017, speaking to a group of Girl Scouts at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church on Elmwood Ave. in Buffalo. The scout leader, Christine Bonaguide, gave 
her rave reviews. The group enjoyed her talk so much, they offered to do volunteer work for the League!  

There will be a new posting for volunteers coming soon for the spring months. In the meanwhile, as this 
issue of the Voter goes to press, we are still in need of one more volunteer to fill out our March calendar at 
the event on Thursday, March 23, 2017, at the U.S. District Court. Let me know if you are interested.  

Judith Clarke, Volunteer Coordinator  

http://lwvbn.org/members/calendar.html
http://lwvbn.org/members/calendar.html


LWVUS Action 
Remember to check state and national League 

websites, too!  

The national League has been incredibly busy 
recently issuing statements on voter fraud claims, 
the Keystone and Dakota pipeline issues, the 
Supreme Court nominee, the immigration ban and 
much more. Follow their statements on their (and 
our) Facebook page or their website at 
www.lwv.org.  

National League website 
http://lwv.org/ 

National League Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvoters/ 

LWVBN website 
http://lwvbn.org/index.html 

LWVBN Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/League-of-Women-
Voters-of-BuffaloNiagara-Inc-144039125634963/ 

Save The Date 
At 5:30 p.m. on April 4, 2017, the League will 
host a program about Survivors of Torture in the 
Jewish Family Auditorium at 70 Barker Street. 
The presenter will be Amelo Sateli. 

Barker runs between Delaware and Main Street. 
Entrance to the auditorium will be through the 
inside double doors on Barker. Coffee and cookies 
will be offered.  

Women’s History Month in Buffalo and Erie 
County Kickoff Event 

The Erie County Commission on the Status of Women 
and the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library are 
holding an event to start off Women's History Month. 
The event is free and open to the public. 

4:00 p.m. Thursday, March 2, 2017, Buffalo & Erie 
County Public Library, 1 Lafayette Square, Buffalo  
14203   

From The State Voter   
Women's March in January in D.C., across the 

U.S., and in Buffalo 
 
On Saturday, January 21, the League participated 
in the Women's March on Washington. League 
members from all over the country made their way 
to D.C. to show their concern for the current state 
of affairs in Washington. Our local Leagues 
participated in sister marches all over the state — 
in New York City, Albany, Glens Falls, Seneca 
Falls, Sag Harbor, Hudson, Ithaca, Utica, 
Rochester, Syracuse, and Buffalo. Many members 
have shared their personal experiences with us; all 
were very moved by the passion and energy of the 
marchers. They marched alongside their daughters 
and, in some cases, their granddaughters! Some 
members were disheartened to see the issues they 
had fought for more than three decades ago brought 
back to the surface. Others were proud to see so 
many women and men engaged in such an 
important movement. 

In Buffalo, an estimated 3,000 people marched and 
then participated in a rally in Niagara Square, while 
at least 300 participants from our area made their 
way to the Washington, D.C., event.  

We are thankful for everyone who chose to 
participate in the march and we hope that we can 
keep this momentum going as we move forward in 
2017! 

Donna Seymour of the LWV of St. Lawrence MAL 
Unit created a document summarizing the 
successes of the different marches around New 
York State. See her document here:    
http://
files.constantcontact.com/37d635eb001/105df0dd-
b5fe-4bd9-bc3f-485b9d58edf3.pdf 

Adapted from the January LWVNY Voter 
 

The  Antidote To Your Political  Angst  
Keep calm and get active   

LWV of Broome-Tioga Co-President Gay 
Canough originally submitted "The antidote to 
your political angst" as a post on her Facebook 
page responding to the complaining she was seeing 
online. With Gay's permission, I am sharing it with 
you:  
“OK, my friends, stop crying and start taking 
action. The U.S.A., for all its faults, is still one of 
the few countries where there are official and well-
laid-out ways to make your voice heard. One of 
those is to VOTE, which I understand only about 
half the voters actually did this past November. 
Well, that is sad. But there is another thing on this 
list: Communicate with your representatives. That 
goes for all levels from the village to the federal 
government, from the town board of trustees to the 
president of the United States. Communicate. I 
think we all know we are supposed to do that, but 
few people do. What this has resulted in is that the 
biggest money has the biggest voice. The Congress 
has big money interests on their doorstep daily. But 
it does not have to be that way. The ‘grassroots’ 
can win. A perfect example of that is the ban on 
fracking in New York. Furthermore, most 
politicians really want to do the right thing and 
they want to serve the interests of their 
constituents. And they love to hear what their 
‘regular folks’ constituents want and need. So, this 
year, I will be engaging with local organizations to 
help people get started. There will be workshops, 
scripts, template letters and so on.”   

Here are some tips to get started. 
1) Do it today. 
2) Pick out one issue you care about. 
3) Send your representative a paper letter (which is 
more likely to be read than an email). 
  a. Keep letter length to one page 
  b. Be polite 
  c. Check your spelling and grammar 
  d. Sign your name 
4) Calling is even better than writing, but it would 
not hurt to do both. 
5) Visiting your rep in person is even better. They 
all have local offices.  

The 2017 Citizens’ Guide to Local, State and 
Federal Officials, They Represent You for Erie and 
Niagara Counties is at the printers now and will be 
mailed to all members in about a week.   

Adapted from the January State Voter 

New Members 
Thank you for joining us!  

We welcome seven new members who joined in 
the fourth quarter of 2016: Kathleen Bassett, Laura 
Rao and Melissa Weiksnar, all of Buffalo; Barbara 
Brooks of Holland; Sarah Handley-Cousins of 
Williamsville; Susan Kims of West Seneca, and 
Alice Roth of Tonawanda.                    Sue Stievater 

Membership Chair 
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57th Biennial State Convention 
State Convention will take place in June  

 
The 57th State League Convention is scheduled for June 10-11, 2017, at the Holiday Inn Express in 
Liverpool, New York, just off the Thruway near Syracuse.  

Field Trip!  

To celebrate women achieving the right to vote in 1917 in New York State, the state League is organizing a 
field trip from Liverpool to Seneca Falls on Friday, June 9, the day before the convention actually begins. 
This will entail a separate charge and everyone is welcome, not just convention attendees. Tours of the 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton home, the Women's Hall of Fame and the Women's Rights National History Park 
and Wesleyan Chapel, as well as dinner and a speaker at a historic restaurant in Seneca Falls, will be 
included. You will need to be in Liverpool by noon on Friday to join this trip. Watch for more information 
in the registration kit. 

Workshops  

Workshops will be organized for Friday evening, June 9, and Saturday morning, June 10. Please email the 
state office (Katrina@lwvny.org) with specific topics you would like us to offer as a workshop during the 
convention. Local Leagues and members can also offer caucuses or info sessions to share their own 
concerns or successes. Times will be available for these also. 

Mark your calendar to join us NOW! Please contact the LWVBN office by April 1 if you would like to be a 
delegate from our League to the 2017 convention. 

Ad Hoc Happy Hour Committee 
Informal monthly “mixer” event may be coming soon 

 
The idea to hold a regular "Happy Hour" event has come up from time to time over the past few years, and 
it is up again now. The rationale is to have an open event which members, potential members, allies and 
anyone else can attend to get to know one another better. Many Leagues hold similar "First Friday" or other 
informal lunchtime opportunities, but midday get-togethers can be hard for students and those who work 
full-time to fit into their schedules. Thus the idea to hold our "mixer" event in or around the 5:30 p.m. time 
frame and the event's perhaps-surprising title.  
 
A core team of dedicated volunteers have devoted their Thursdays and some Fridays over the past few 
months to studiously investigate potential venues for such an event in the City of Buffalo, based initially on 
a list generated at the November board meeting, which grew over time. The Ad Hoc Happy Hour 
Committee is now officially dissolved, having filed its report and awaiting the decision of the board.   
 
Many thanks to the dedicated core committee members who braved all of the cold for the cause, and to all 
of the committee members who were unable to attend, but helped so much with support, advice, venue 
suggestions and more. If the regular event is anywhere near as much fun as the "research" phase was, it will 
be a resounding success.  
 
Keep an eye out over the next few months for updates. Provided it all comes to fruition, we very much 
hope you will consider joining us when you can.  

 
Nora Mikes, Ad Hoc Happy Hour Committee Chair  

 

 

March, 2017                                                                                                                                                                      5 



LWVBN VOTER                                                                                                                                                             6                                                                                       

 

 

Constitutional Convention 
Con Con Background 

 
Americans have absorbed the history and significance of our national Constitution. The Great Compromise, 
the Articles of Confederation, the 2/3 clause, the Bill of Rights are familiar parts of our understanding of 
our national government. 
 
New Yorkers, on the other hand, have almost no familiarity with our state Constitution. Recent scandal and 
sensation has kept "Albany" in the public eye. But the purpose and content of the state Constitution is a 
mystery. And that complicates any discussion of change and reform. For example, we are currently 
embroiled in a high-stakes contest about the legality of "fantasy sports" betting. Love it or hate it, it's 
governed by specific language in our state Constitution. So is the debate about reform of legislative outside 
income. So is the debate about upstate economic development, etc., etc., etc. 
 
The state Constitution does much, much more than the national Constitution. Both create a structure and 
rules for how to govern. But the national Constitution largely stops there. Contrast that to the state 
Constitution. It sets forth our values and priorities as human beings. Almost every part of our social fabric 
is included. Schools: Article 11. Health care: Article 11. The rights of workers: Article 1. Care of the poor: 
Article 17. Treatment of the mentally ill or disabled: Article 17. Environmental protection: Article 14. 
Housing: Article 18. 
 
The state Constitution does two profound things. It tells us how to govern. And then it tells us what kind of 
a society we ought to be, what our values are, how we treat each other, and what we aspire to. 
 
The state Constitution has a greater impact on our daily lives than does the national Constitution. Return to 
our original observation: Most New Yorkers don't know much about it. 
 
This is particularly concerning as we approach the decision about convening a Constitutional Convention to 
consider rewriting or amending it. The level of public anger and disapproval of "Albany" is intense and 
getting even more intense. It can be a motivator for a broad civil discussion, or not. Cynicism about 
government is not new. But it doesn't guarantee deep thinking. There is an enormous amount at stake; our 
values, our policies, our social fabric. Let's try to elevate our concerns. They ought to include institutional 
reform. But they ought to transcend questions of how we govern and include questions of what kind of 
people we are.  

By Richard Brodsky, member of the New York State Assembly (D-Westchester, 1983-2010) 

Reprinted from the February 2017  LWV East Nassau. 

AAUW Buffalo Branch and League of Women Voters of Buffalo/Niagara Celebrate 
International Women’s Day – March 8, 2017 

UB Center for Tomorrow, SUNY at Buffalo – North Campus, 101 Service Center Rd, Buffalo, NY 14260 
(Flint Entrance from Maple Road – first building on left) 
Registration/Refreshments - 6 p.m., Welcome  - 6:30 p.m., Buffet Dinner  - 6:45 p.m. 

The Public is Welcome 

Join us for dinner and a presentation by Kristin Stapelton, Associate Professor and Director of the MA 

Program in the History Department of SUNY Buffalo.  Ms Stapelton has a PhD and MA from Harvard.  

Her research interests include Modern China, urban politics and administration, the history of Chinese 

family life, Chinese socialism, humor in history, and the place of non-US history in American intellectual 

life.  She has been awarded numerous Fellowships, most recently from the Freeman Foundation 

Symposium of the Salzburg Global Seminar: “Strengthening Cooperation between the US and East Asia”, 

June 2010, Salzburg, Austria. 

A second speaker, Qiong Liu, a graduate student at UB, will talk about women in 21st century China.  
Please direct all questions to Lillis McLean: lillismclean@gmail.com 

mailto:lillismclean@gmail.com
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Action  Needed 
Your drinking water may be at risk! 

 
The Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) 
was established in 1961 during the Kennedy 
administration to establish a unified approach to 
managing the Delaware River system and steward 
the water quality and water use, without regard to 
political boundaries. The 15 to 17 million people 
(5% of the U.S. population) who live in New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware source 
their drinking water from the Delaware River Basin. 

The  governance of the DRBC  includes the four 
basin state governors plus the division engineer, 
North Atlantic Division, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. They are currently conducting a review 
of regulations to decide whether to override a 
moratorium on shale gas drilling and hydraulic 
fracturing operations in the Delaware River Basin. 
In addition, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission is green-lighting new pipelines running 
under the Delaware River Basin, a decision on 
which the DRBC may choose to comment.  

The Leagues of Delaware, New Jersey, New York 
and Pennsylvania oppose both the lifting of the 
moratorium and the laying of new pipelines in the 
Delaware River Basin.  

Let Governor Cuomo know how you feel via letter, 
phone call, or postcard. If contacting the governor 
by post, or when leaving a message, remember to 
include your name and address so that he knows you 
are a constituent.  

By mail: 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
By phone:  
518-474-8390 
 
For more information: 

 
DRBC: http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/  
LWVNY Advocacy page: http://www.lwvny.org/
advocacy/ 
Email the DRBC at DRBC_Comment@drbc.nj.gov 

 
Adapted from a February 8, 2017, Action Alert issued by 

the League of Women Voters of New York State’s 
Legislative Action Center 

From The State Voter   
Women's March in January in D.C., across the 

U.S., and in Buffalo 
 
On Saturday, January 21, the League participated 
in the Women's March on Washington. League 
members from all over the country made their way 
to D.C. to show their concern for the current state 
of affairs in Washington. Our local Leagues 
participated in sister marches all over the state — 
in New York City, Albany, Glens Falls, Seneca 
Falls, Sag Harbor, Hudson, Ithaca, Utica, 
Rochester, Syracuse, and Buffalo. Many members 
have shared their personal experiences with us; all 
were very moved by the passion and energy of the 
marchers. They marched alongside their daughters 
and, in some cases, their granddaughters! Some 
members were disheartened to see the issues they 
had fought for more than three decades ago 
brought back to the surface. Others were proud to 
see so many women and men engaged in such an 
important movement.  

In Buffalo, an estimated 3,000 people marched and 
then participated in a rally in Niagara Square, 
while at least 300 participants from our area made 
their way to the Washington, D.C., event.  

We are thankful for everyone who chose to 
participate in the march and we hope that we can 
keep this momentum going as we move forward in 
2017! 

Donna Seymour of the LWV of St. Lawrence 
MAL Unit created a document summarizing the 
successes of the different marches around New 
York State. See her document here:    
http://
files.constantcontact.com/37d635eb001/105df0dd-
b5fe-4bd9-bc3f-485b9d58edf3.pdf 

Adapted from the January LWVNY Voter 

The Women’s March, Buffalo, NY 

http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/
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OF BUFFALO/NIAGARA 
1272 Delaware Ave, Buffalo, NY 14209-2401 

  ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Tues., 3/7, 4:00 p.m. 
Issues Committee, Harlem Road Com. Cntr 

International Women's Day Celebration  
Wed., 3/8, 6:00 p.m.   
UB Center for Tomorrow 
Reservations required 

Wed., 3/8, 1:30 p.m. 
Local Government Committee, League office 
(all are welcome to attend)  

Wed.,2/8, 1:15 p.m. 
Local Gov. Committee, League office 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mon., 3/13, 4:00 p.m. 
Board meeting, League office  

Wed., 3/15, 3:00 p.m. 
Waterfront Committee, Central Library 

Thurs., 3/23, 11:00 a.m. 
Lunch & Issues: Outer Harbor 
Scotch ’n’ Sirloin Restaurant 
3999 Maple Rd., Amherst  

Thurs., 3/23, 1:30 p.m.   
Education Committee, League office   
 

 
 

     League meetings are open to all!   Come and bring a friend to learn what we’re doing. 

Reminder 

Thank you to all contributors, but especially thank you for your continued patience as I get used to the 
routine of my new "job" as copy editor. The deadline for the next Voter is Monday, March 6, 2017. Please 
send copy, photos, meeting notices, and other submissions to events@lwvbn.org 

Visit lwvbn.org for the latest event details 

Be sure to check your email and our website for other events as they are scheduled!  


